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—— ——...—istrant_should examine it. The registrant will note that

. change the procedure to he followed by registrants as

NEW PROCEDURE IN DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE .
TO BE FOLLOWED BY JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES

" The Supreme Court of the United States has rendered
decisions recently affecting the procedure of the De-
partment of Justice in handling conscientious objector
cases. Because of the changes that have been made and
those that will be made by the Department of Justice
and the Selective Service System it will be necessary to

" well. This memorandum will take up the deparjmental

—~procedure from its beginning. It is suggested that you

follow each step here outlined carefully. Where it is
suggested that a letter be written be sure to keep a copy
of your letter. Also keep the letters and envelopes that
you receive from the Department of Justice or the draft
boards. ’ _ :
S The Secret FBI Report

~ Section 6(j) of the Universal Military Training and
Service Act provides for the reference of a conscientious
objector claim by the appeal board to the Department of
Justice, First the Department of Justice has the FBIL
agents make. an investigation. This is followed by 2
secret report by the FBI to the hearing officer of the
Department of Justice. Then the registrant is notified
to appear before the hearing officer for a hearing. Be-
fore the hearing he is sent a notice of the time and place
of hearing. Along with this notice the registrant receives
instructions. Accompanying these, also, is a summary.
of the important parts of the secret FBI investigative re-
port. ' S

" Upon receipt of the summary of the FBI report the reg-

1o names and addresses of informants are included. If
there is any false information given by an unknown in-
former it will be impossible for the registrant to kmow
who the person was or even whether the informant had
the knowledge of what he is reported to have said. There
is no way to_determine whether the infprmation is-oui-
right-false. There i§ no means of checking this informa-
tion. © o oo

Tmmedistely upon receiving this summary the regis-
irant should write a letier to the hearing officer. Several
copies of this letter should be prepared. A copy should
be mailed to the local board to be placed in the draft
Foard file. In this letter to the hearing officer the regis-
trant should state that he desires to be supplied by.the
hearing officer before the hearing or at the hearing with
the secret TBI investigative report itself. He should state
in his letter that he needs the secret report to gompare
with the summary to dejgrmine whether the summary ig
fair and acourate. He should also add in his lefter that
he desites to identify the source of the information and
know who the informants are in order to be able to an-
swer the information or challenge the informants be-
cause of evil motive, lack of knowledge or on other
grounds. He should also state that he desires to have
fhe entire FBI rgport so that he can prepare a, full and
complete answer to the entire FBI report.

The registrant should stafe To the hearing officer, in
this letter, that he wants to make a copy of the entire re-
port so that the entire repart can he put i%_ih&d&ft
board file and forwarded to the appeal board for the

'add that if he is not permitted to make a

reason that the appeal board is entitled to all the favor-
able as-well as the unfavorable evidence. He should then

copy of the
complete FBI report then he desires that the hearing
officer and the Department of Justice both see to it that
Ehe e:ntirﬁ E‘B% rep};)rt not only be supplied to him at the
earing but also that it be geni.to the a peal board._to-
gefher—with the final re?é‘lﬁggndation gf e Depart-
nent of Justice. ' C
In conclusion in this letter the registrant should state
{,lhat.he d(f)I?lS ot want to call the informers before the
caring officer .or cross-examine them. He should add
that he does not »desﬁﬁgiﬁhe’%}i)ceedings. He can
say that all he wants is fo have an opportunity to answer
and also to Qiave the favorable evidence brought to the
attention of the appeal hoard and to make use of th
favorable evidence at his hearing before the ‘hearing
Summary of FBI Report Received from Hearing Officer
Tpon receipt of the letter from the hearing officer of
the Department of Justice, including the summary of the
FBI report, the registrant should write another lefter
to the hearing officer of the Department of Justice. He
should make six copies of the summary of the FBI report
mailed to him by the Department of Justice as soon as
possible after it is received. He should send aue of the
copies of the summary fo the local hoard and request that
it be forwarded to the appeal board. e should put
another copy with his letter to the hearing officer and
request that this copy.be included in the dyaft hoard.
file senf to the appeal-board along_with_the final_rec-
ommendatipn of the Department of Justice. He should
state that the copy enclosed is idenfical with the copy
received from the hearing officer. He should state that if
the Department of Justice does not want to make use
of this copy in filing the summary with the appeal board
the Department of Justice can send'its own copy of the
summary to the appeal board. T o
 The registrant should then take up the swmmary

‘of the FBI report and deal with each sentence of the.ad-

verse_maferial appearing in the summary of the FBIL
report. The registrant should explain, answer or contra-
diet, whichever the case may be, each sentence of the un-
favorable evidence appearing in the FBI report. He
should point out, also, how this unfavorable evidence is
contradicted by other material appearing in the sum-
mary of the FBI report. Several copies of this angwer or
comment upon the adverse evidence should be made. One
extra copy of the answer or comment upon this unfayor-
able evidence should be forwarded-to the Department of
Jugtice with the letter to the hearing officer, along wi
that it be sent fo the appeal hoard to be inz

‘a request
cluded In the registrant’s file along with the final recom-

mendation of the Department of Justice.

Ty this letter to the Department of.Justice hearing’
officer the Department of Justice should be requested to "
include the hearing officer’s report in the draft board
file and forward it to.the appeal boar hat it ¢
com with the final recommendation of the Depart-

menf of Justice and considered along with the other
papers in the file.
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‘ the lagal_board to be.filed with t S.

P o, -

- Final Recommendation of the Department of Justice

The Department of Justice will mail to the registrant
a copy of the final recommendation of the department
to the appeal board or a summary of it containing the
grounds of the unfavorable recommendation. If the gnm-
mary comes from the appeal board.the answer_should
be directed to the appeal hoard. If the summary of the
recommendation comes from the Department of Justice
then the answer shoul ent af st
unless you-are advised to write your answerto the appeal
board. In any event, wherever the registrant is told to
write his reply to, he should comply with the i e
tions, but, also, he shoul ig lef

. Bach senfence of the adverse recommendation should
be'dealt with separately. Bach sentence should be quoted
in the answer-and then explained or denied. Full angwers
should be made on each sentence of the adverse or un-
fayorable recommendation. Any references to reports by
informants should be answered. Any unfayorable argy-
ments or couglusions of the ﬁepartment of Justice
should be ar, fully in the answer of the registrant.
" Inthe event the récomraendation refers to inforgayts’

. unfavorable evidence, then the .informants’ evidence

should_he challenged. The registrant should stafe that
he has no opportunity to defend against the evidence
given by the unknown iriformants because he has no way
of sayg}:o whether the persons_are known 1o him_or
know tlie facts stated against him, because he has no way
of knowing the names of the persons, or their addresses.

--—A-statement-should-be-madein-the-letter-that-it-isneces—

sary to have the names and addresses of the informants
to protect the registrant. ’

In this same letter to the Department of Justice or to
the appeal board, whichever the case may be, the regis-
trant should request again that he be supplied the enfire

FBE report so that he can profect hiwself and His rights
under the law. . T~

. The registrant should also complain to the appeal
board or the Department of Justice, whichever thé case
may be, about the recommendation’s heing hased on thé
secret FBI investigative report and complain that it is
not ineluded in the file. Both the Department of Justice

-and the appeal board should be requested to include.all

the FBI report‘in the file sq_thaf all the evidence—for
the benefit-ofthe registrant will be included. The reg-
istrant should again demand that he be supplied the
copy of the FBI report so that he can answer the in-
formants whose names will heecome known to him when
he reads the report showing their names and addresses.

The appeal board or the Department of Justice, which-
ever the case may be, should be informed that the hear-
ing officer of thEl_D

state.that a copy of the written doeument is being-en—
closed with the letter to the appeal board or the Depart-

epartment of Justice gave fhe regis- |-
trant a summary.of the unfavorable.evidence. He shogld | . -~

ment of Justice, whichever the case may be, and it is
requested that it be filed with the papers in the draft
board file so that the symmary will be considered by the
appgal hoard. o o : Co

_In the conclusion of the letter answering the unfavor-
able recommendation the registrant should complain

fair hearing-in the appeal board by not being supplied
the setret EBI investigative report. The registrant can
say that the Departinent of Justice used it'in making its
recomniendation-and based its recommendation upon:the
secret investigative report, but did mot- give the regis-
trant the report,”and that the supplying-of the meager
summary by the Department of Justice through the
hearing officer was entirely.inadequate to egahle_the
registrant to protect his Tighls and to defend-himself
before the appeal board: The appeal board should be re-
quested 1ot to take any action unless and until the en-
tire FBI report is supplied to the registrant and the
regisfrant has an opportunity to consider and answer
it before th . . ifs | isi

. The registrant in this letter should also coumiplain
about the failure of the Department of Justice to in-
clude the xeport of the hearing officer in_the draft baard
file. e should state that the report should accompany
the recommendation of the Department of Justice.

-. This letter of argument and request directed fo_the

appeal board should be mail e

0 0 S . s plaw >
registrant is infor ; 15 angwer to.the recom-
mendation. It may be directly to the appeal board. Tt

about being tried behind his back and being denied a °

-

may be to the Departiient 6f Juitive oF it umy bewent
by the registrant to the local hoard (acting as agent for
the appeal board). The registrant should keep a copy of
his letfer in answer to the recommendation. ealould
make sure that he keeps.a.copy of the unfavorable recom-
mendation or the recommendafjon itself, whicleyer—one
is senf to him. He should also preserve the summary of
the unfayorable evidence appearing in the FBI report
senf to him by the hearing officer.

Conélusion . : )

Please keep me informed of the developments in your
case. Follow the procedure outlined in the hooklet “Pro-
cedure of Jehovah’s Witnesses Under Selective Service.”
If you do not have a copy of this hooklet you can obtain
it by writing to this office and making a contribution of
ten cents {o the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society,
Ine., to cover the printing cost: - S

Haypex C. CovivaTon

124 Columbia Heights
Brooklyn 1, New York

General Counsel for
i . . Jehovak’s Witnesses

vApn"l,";l94,55.~ .




